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Most SaaS companies are heads-down focused on building a better product to
serve their customers and grow the business. Most days, it feels like survival mode,
so it can be challenging to focus on SOC 2 compliance.

However, SOC 2 has become the de facto standard for SaaS companies to build
trust with enterprises and unlock sales opportunities. Use this checklist to get you
prepared for your SOC2 Type 1. 

Step 1: Preparation
Understand the “WHY” behind earning a SOC 2. Is a big customer
asking for the report? What do they care about from a security
perspective?
Decide on which Trust Services Categories you will have in-scope.
This is an important (& costly) decision, so you want to get it right.
The decision should not be based on what an auditor is telling you
but solely based on the commitments you make to your customers.
There are five Trust Services Categories to choose from, Security,
Availability, Confidentiality, Processing Integrity, and Privacy. 

Identify long-term partners that can help you prepare and
complete your SOC 2 examination. You should look for partners
that:

Have experience with SOC 2 and other compliance
frameworks at all levels of leadership (including the CEO).

A compliance automation platform that automates
evidence collection.

Use partner auditors that are trained and use the
compliance automation platform to perform the audit and
the price/team won’t change in year 2.

Include the SOC 2 report with your annual subscription.

https://www.bytechek.com/soc2
https://www.bytechek.com/soc2
https://www.bytechek.com/soc2
https://www.bytechek.com/post/5-reasons-why-startups-get-soc-2-type-1
https://www.sans.org/blog/soc-2-trust-services-categories/
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Step 2: Execution

Get the answers to the test with an automated readiness
assessment using the ByteChek platform. Ensure your readiness
process is collaborative and facilitates information sharing amongst
compliance, security, engineering, and operations teams. 

Work with a ByteChek Governance, Risk, and Compliance (GRC)
Engineer to review the results of your readiness assessment and
determine which control gaps will require a high level of effort from
your team. Not all gaps are created equal and you should work with
a compliance expert to help you focus your efforts appropriately. 

Build policies using an advanced, fully-customizable policy builder
on the ByteChek platform. 

Remediate control gaps and receive immediate feedback and
testing from a partner auditor, ByteChek Assurance. The partner
auditor should have a process and adequate training to conduct
testing on the ByteChek platform and provide you a transparent
status on each control as you remediated. 

Complete and submit your SOC 2 reporting artifacts on the ByteChek
platform such as your system description (Section 3), and controls
and criteria (Section 4). 
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Step 3: Closing

Complete your ByteChek Assurance audit-ready questionnaire on
the ByteChek platform. 

Track your report progress as it undergoes quality assurance
checks with ByteChek Assurance. 

Review your draft SOC 2 report on the ByteChek platform and
provide feedback to the ByteChek Assurance auditors on any
changes or modifications needed. 

Complete AICPA required questionnaires on the ByteChek Platform
such as the subsequent events questionnaire and management’s
questionnaire 

Download your final SOC 2 report from the ByteChek platform. 

Display your accomplishment on your website by registering for and
receiving the AICPA SOC logo. 

Why ByteChek?
The ByteChek platform was built and designed by industry experts that have
performed over 500 SOC 2 examinations and built cybersecurity compliance
programs from the ground up. Our platform reflects that experience with a

seamless process from readiness to report. 
 

During your compliance journey, you'll be supported by a team of cybersecurity
and compliance leaders. ByteChek is more than software, you're working with
an experienced team that is passionate about making compliance suck less

for you and your team. 

Start a free trial

https://www.bytechek.com/post/displaying-aicpa-logo-on-your-website
https://www.bytechek.com/post/displaying-aicpa-logo-on-your-website
https://meetings.hubspot.com/ayawn/general-consultation


Make Compliance Suck Less


